
 
Please click the  image on the right to have a glimpse into 

the childrenõs world this week.   Youõll see them  working 
with their teachers, by themselves, and beside their 
friends.  Youõll watch them enjoy their class pets,  learn 

about electrical circuitry, prepare food, and smile.   Enjoy.   

April 23 ð29 Online Auction  & April 30 The Cobb Beach Ball 
Each year, family and friends of The Cobb School come together to celebrate 

and raise funds to support the mission of our school and the work of our dedi-
cated and caring staff.  It is through such generosity that comes from this annual 
event that helps to ensure that The Cobb School continues to be the center of 

excellence in providing an outstanding Montessori education for our children 
and future generations.  This year we are excited to be using the leading charity 
online auction website www.biddingforgood.com/cobbschool. Our Annual 

Dinner Event, The Cobb Beach Ball, will be held on Fri., April 30 where all will 
enjoy good friends, good food, good conversa-
tion, dancing, and an amazing display of 
handcrafted works by your children, which 

are auctioned off during dinner.  More infor-
mation to follow as the time draws nearer.  

~Auction Chairs: Debbi Cosentino, Michelle 

DeFazio,  Jennifer Filler, Carrie Firestone, 
Tammy Ramenda, and Katya Wickersham. 
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Cobb Tales 

 
  

 

On the Childrenõs Horizon 

Mon., Feb. 1 3:00-4:30 Acorn Singers  

Tues., Feb. 2 3:00-4:30 Brownies in the Gym 

   3:00-4:30  Lego Club in the Library 

Thurs.,  Feb. 4 3:00-4:15 Art Club 

Fri., Feb. 5 8:30-9:30 Parent/Baby Class in Library 

  1:00  Early Closing for ED, EL, and Nest 

  4:30-6:30 Ski Club at Ski Sundown 

The Cobb Beach Ball! 

A Window into Their World 
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CLICK PICTURE ABOVE 

http://www.biddingforgood.com%20
http://www.onetruemedia.com/shared?p=a41c5faeca845eebc2694e&skin_id=701


 Parent/Baby 
Class Jan. 29              

             8:30-9:30am in 
             the Library  
 

 

Upcoming Coffee and  Conversations 

 
 Wed., Feb. 10   1:45-2:45pm  

        Who is This Child of Six? 
 
 Thurs., Feb. 18    6:30-8:00pm 

        The Montessori Language Pro-       

         gram Toddler Through Age 12 

Lucas Peter George DeGraw!  Mon., 

Jan. 25 at 9:07am, weighing 8lbs. 

7oz.  Congratulations, Eleni, Allen, 

Callista, and Sabrina. 

The Cobb School 

Welcomes 

Parent Gatherings 

Thank you to all the parents who 
attended the Coffee and Conversa-

tion òSetting Limitsó on Tues., Jan. 26.    

The Cobb School 

Thanks 

For Your 

Bookshelf 

Book Club with Mary Anne 

Wed., Feb. 3 at 8:30am  

You are invited to attend the upcom-
ing meeting of The Cobb School Book 
Club.  We will be discussing The 
Blessings of a Skinned Knee by 
Wendy Mogel.  Please join me for 

lively discussion, cama-

raderie, and refresh-
ments!  RSVP to admis-
sions@cobbschool.com. 
 

Regards, 

Mary Anne Creto 

  Thurs., March 4   6:30-8:00pm 

 

The Most Important Years are Birth to 
Age 12.  Come Find Out Why.   
 

Guest Speaker Dr. Doug Lyons, CAIS 
Executive Director will lead this final 
discussion in the series.  Dr. Lyons ar-

gues why and how òa mission-driven, 
student-centered, non-bureaucratic 
modeló of an independent school 

works, and how a school can create 
the best environment for developing 
brains, particularly in the early years. 

Sir Ken Robinsonõs The Element:  

How Finding Your Passion Changes 

Everything 

 

A Montessori Moment 

Thatõs Not  True! 
by a Cobb Parent 
 
Nine and a half years ago when our first child was born, we decided that our children wouldn't watch TV.  It wasn't based 
on any recommendation or advice; it just felt like the right thing for our family.  We have a TV and occasionally watch 

DVDs as a family, but still little TV.  Last week, our nine and a half year old decided to start reading certain sections of 
the newspaper.  When she read the article (link below) about the amount of time that 8-18 year olds spend on "devices," 

mostly more sophisticated than TV, her reaction was a strong and loud: "THAT'S NOT TRUE!"  She was referring to the 

huge amount of time quoted: greater than seven and a half hours per day.  We then had to explain 
that many families and children actually do spend a huge amount of time "on their devices."  She 

thought briefly, and then buried her head in the newspaper.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/20/education/20wired.html?scp=1&sq=8 18%20year%20olds%20time%20on%20devices&st=cse 

Good books are the 
warehouses of ideas.  
      H.G. Wells  

http://www.wendymogel.com/books/
http://www.wendymogel.com/books/
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/20/education/20wired.html?scp=1&sq=8%2018%20year%20olds%20time%20on%20devices&st=cse


Valentineõs Day Information 

 

 

 

Helping Haiti 

Young Childrenõs Community: Our loving toddlers will celebrate Valentineõs Day on Thurs., Feb. 11 with a special treat 

that they will prepare all by themselves.  Valentine cards are not necessary ð they prefer to eat! 

 
Primary Students ( Morning & ED): If your child would like to bring in Valentine cards, please make sure that he or she 
has one for each child in the classroom as we want to avoid any broken hearts!  There are 25 students in Mrs. Gallagherõs 

class, 23 students in Ms. Pembaõs class, and 23 students in Mrs. Ebersolõs class. Please have your child sign his or her name 
on each card, but leave the envelope blank to make it easier for the teachers to distribute them.  Please have your child 
bring in their Valentines no later than Mon., Feb. 8.  Valentines will go home with the children on Fri., Feb. 12.   

 
All Primary parents are invited to join their child in the classroom for a Valentine Celebration at the following times: 
Mrs. Gallagherõs Valentine Celebration: Wed., Feb. 10, 8:30-9:00am 

Ms. Pembaõs Valentine Celebration: Thurs. Feb. 11, 8:30-9:00am 
Mrs. Ebersolõs Valentine Celebration: Fri., Feb. 12, 8:30-9:00am 
We are holding the celebrations on separate days in an effort to accommodate parents of more than one child.  Kindly let 
your childõs teacher know if you are unable to attend the celebration. 
 
Lower Elementary Students: Please send in an empty shoebox with your child by Mon. Feb. 8 so they can make Valentine 
card holders.  Have your child bring in homemade cards or store-bought cards by Wed., Feb. 10 and DO have them put 

their classmatesõ names on the envelopes.  If your child chooses to give Valentines, please include one for each child. 
Upper Elementary Students: Have your child bring in homemade cards or store-bought cards on Wed., Feb. 10 and DO 

have them put their classmatesõ names on the envelopes.  If your child chooses to give Valentines, please include one for 

each child. 
Please Remember: If your child is not interested in giving out cards, please do not force the issue. It is perfectly fine! 

Dear Cobb School Families, 
 
Students from the Elementary classes are going to be hosting events to raise 
money for Haiti. Ned Friedman, Ben Scudder, Ben Brophy, Amanda Joseph, and 
Callista DeGraw are organizing a bake sale. Sophie Hayes and Eleanor Potter are 
running a quarter drive. The Bake Sale will be on February 5th from 11:45 to 
1:00. If you would like to, you may bake something for the sale; we ask you to 
not use peanuts or M&Ms, please. All baked goods need to be in by February 4th. 
For the quarter drive, you may bring in money. Sophie and Eleanor will be accept-
ing money until February 12th. The money raised will go to four organizations: 
American Red Cross, Save the Children, Hospice St. Joseph (an orphanage) and 
Boucledart Maison de Enfants, a Montessori school in Haiti being supported by 
the Montessori Haiti Relief Fund, an initiative of AMI-USA. For more informa-
tion you can contact Ned, Ben B, Ben S, Sophie, Eleanor, Amanda, or Callista.  
 
Thank you, 
Ned Friedman, Ben Brophy, Ben Scudder, Sophie Hayes, Eleanor Potter, 
Amanda Joseph, and Callista DeGraw. 
 
P.S. Our thanks to Rachel Hayes for her help with this letter. 

Dear Mrs. Cobb, 
     We would like to have a bake sale to raise 
money for Haiti.  In the bake sale we will ask the 
Upper El to bake some things (we will ask no 

M&Môs or peanuts).  Please tell us if you like 
the idea or not. 
 
From,  
Callista DeGraw, age 9, grade 4 
and Amanda Joseph, age 10, grade 4 

Dear Mrs. Cobb, 
     We would like to do a bake sale.  We would 
give the money to the Red Cross to buy medi-
cine for the people in Haiti!!  We would also like 

to use some money for food for Haiti.  We hope 
you like and accept our idea. 
 
Ben S., Ned, and Ben B. 

Dear Mrs. Cobb, 
     There was an earthquake in Haiti.  We heard 
about it and we were wondering if we could 
make a donation.  People could bring in some 

old toys and old clothing and food and make a 
donation to Haiti. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sophie and Eleanor 



The Importance of Grace and Courtesy 
by Mary Lou 

 
     After years of observing and working with children, Dr. 

Montessori came to see that the child longs to become a 
respected member of his family and, ultimately, of the 
society to which he 

has been born.  In 

order to do so, he 
needs to learn what 
is considered ap-

propriate behavior, 
whether it be in his 
family, his school or 

his community.  With this in mind, Dr. Montessori devel-
oped lessons in grace and courtesy: how to greet someone; 
how to make a person feel comfortable, to include: how to 

open the door, offer to take care of someoneõs belongings; 
how to serve food or drink; how to have an intelligent 
conversation; how to have polite table manners; how to 

pass; how to wait oneõs turn, whether it be in conversation 

or in line for groceries. 
     I could go on and on, but the point I want to make is that 
the child wants and needs to be included and to take his 

place in society.  If he is to do so in a 
positive manner, then we need to 

instruct him as to what is accept-

able behavior.  Dr. Montessori in-
corporated the lessons of grace and 

courtesy into the classroom because she had as her ulti-
mate goal educating the child for life. 

     Are grace and courtesy outdated?  I can almost guess 
what some of you are thinking: where are grace and cour-
tesy in our society today?  Are grace and courtesy things 

of the past?  There is no question that grace and courtesy 
are rapidly being lost in todayõs 
world,  but to think that it is outdated 

is wrong.  If we ask what is in the 
childõs best interest, then we know 
that we must all be willing to work 
harder at instilling the values of 

grace and courtesy. 
     More than ever, we need to model 

grace and courtesy in our schools.  

We cannot, should not, allow our children to be swept up 
by a consumption-driven, 
television-oriented, valueless 

society.  We need to educate 
our children to make intelli-

gent and sensitive choices.  
We need to instill the values 

of hard work, sacrifice, love, 
compassion, responsibility, 
integrity, and courage. 

 
Montessori in Theory  

On Fri., Jan. 29 Carol Ebersol, Sheryl MacInnis, Lhamo Pemba, and Mary Lou Cobb are 
hosting Cobbõs first Parent/Baby Class.  This five-part series is dedicated to teaching par-

ents about a babyõs development throughout the first year of 
life.   The classes are free and open to the public.  Classes will be 
held Jan. 29, Feb.  5, Feb. 12, Feb. 19, and Feb. 26, and babies are 
welcome.  Please encourage your friends to attend and to kindly 
RSVP to carolyn.evans @cobbschool.com.  Also, if you are will-

ing to post a flyer at your local library, pediatricianõs office, or 

other child-friendly venue, please contact  Carolyn. 

Every child who has been freed, who knows how to care for 
himself, how to put his shoes on, to dress and undress himself 
without help, mirrors in his joy, in his merriment, the reflection 
of human dignity; because human dignity is born of the senti-
ments of one's independence."  ~Maria Montessori 

Parent/Baby Class Reminder 

Children need the opportunity to give expression of their 
sentiments through perfect and graceful movements of the 
body,  ~Nobel Laureate, Rabindranath Tagore 


